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Keith Longbottom 13 February 1948 -
27 December 2007 

 
In December 2007 Australian Archery 
lost one of its best loved members.  
Keith was a man who loved archery 
and loved sharing his knowledge of it. 
A man who it was always a pleasure to 
shoot alongside. We are the poorer for 

the loss of his cheerful and 
encouraging company on the line. 
Keith was a man who took quiet 
satisfaction in his achievements.  
 
 
Keith began shooting in 1992 with a 
recurve but in 1999 changed to the 
longbow.  He entered the National 
championships for the first time in 
2001 and won all the events he 
entered.  He was a member of the State 
team in 2002, 2003 and 2004. He also 
shot in the Nationals as an individual 
in 2007.  He was the State Junior Team 
Manager in 2004 when the Nationals 
was held in Sydney.  In 2002 he shot 
in the World Masters Games in 
Melbourne and those who competed 
with him there remember him fondly. 
He won 2 gold and 1 silver medals. In 
2003 he instigated the Sticke and 
Stringe Longbow event.  He set many 
Club, State and National longbow 
records.  He won the longbow division 
in the Apple Isle postal shoot 4 times 
and in the Silver Leprechaun 8 times.  
Keith was a wonderful and persuasive 
advocate for longbow, where ever he 
went.  
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Keith’s Longbow Records include: 
 
·  24 Unmarked FITA field in 2002 with a 

score of 228 
·  24 Marked FITA Field in April 2007 with 

a score of 238 
·  Canberra Round 2002 with a score of 667  
·  Fremantle Round in 2003 with a score of 

1044 
 

 
I asked people if they would like to 

contribute their recollections of Keith. 
 
“Keith was the kind of gentleman of whom 
there are far too few in the world” 
 
 
“I recall many enjoyable shoots where I was 
lucky enough to be on the line in Keith’s 
company” 
 
 
“I appreciate the many helpful tips I learned 
from Keith” 
 
 
“Keith always seemed to be genuinely 
interested in other people and how they were 
shooting” 
 
 
“I met a man in Bunbury who shot a bow of 
wood 
I shot and shot and shot and shot 
But never understood 
He said you’re trying much too hard  
let the bow do all the work 
Relax and feel the arrow fly 

And throw away the scoring card 
I shot and shot and shot and shot 
But I never got as good 
As the man I met in Bunbury who shot a  
Bow of wood 
Thanks Keith” 
 
 
“Even if Keith was having a less than good 
day he never let his frustrations show and 
always seemed to enjoy the day no matter 
what the conditions” 
 
 
 “Keith was always so friendly on the line 
and happy to share his knowledge, he never 
seemed to worry about his actual scores and 
yet he always scored well” 
 
 
“ I recall many times at evening shoots at 
Baldivis in the old days Keith would 
encourage me to keep shooting when I got 
disheartened and was so pleased for me 
when I shot my first perfect” 
 
 
 
A ceremony was held at the Flight shoot in 
May at Whiteman’s Park, to unveil a plaque 
to Keith which along with his favourite 
longbow is displayed on the wall at the 
Archery Centre.  
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From the Editor 
Greetings everyone, 
For a number of unavoidable reasons its been some time 
since we last had a newsletter out. Hopefully we are 
back on track again now and the newsletters will be 
coming out regularly once again.  We may be trying for 
smaller editions but more often to cover events more 
promptly.  As a result of the time since our last edition 
this issue contains a bit of a mixture of items to bridge 
the gap, some reports on older events and some new, and 
some general information.  My apologies if events aren’t 
reported in chronological order (I’m not that good at the 
program yet!!) I’ve added in a few of what I hope will 
become regular features and I encourage you all to send 
me as much information as possible, by email or by 
mail, through your club contacts or just individually.  
Thanks to everyone who helped with info for this issue. 
Lynda 
 
 
 
The Archery Society of WA AGM was recently held 
and I will be giving the names of the new office bearers 
in the next edition. 
 
 
 

Around the Grounds 
(A regular feature showcasing and introducing our 
various clubs) 

In This Edition :  Yokine Archery Club  
The Yokine club was started in 1975 by Syd Alman who 
the club understands is now living somewhere in Mt 
Lawley.  At one point several years ago, the club 
membership had dropped to three people and was 
revived by the enthusiasm of John Chamberlain, sadly 
no longer with us.  Today the club is thriving and has a 
healthy learners program and has made many 
improvements to its club facilities.  The club grounds are 
at Yokine Primary School, off Woodrow Ave and the 
club shoots on Saturdays.  The Yokine Archery club can 
be contacted through Mr Mike Kelley or Mr Bob 
Cowley- Cooper. 

 
Yokine Archery Club Grounds 
 

Stick and Stringe   
Very brief history of the Sticke & Stringe Event: 
During 2003 quite a few people had been asking Keith 
Longbottom to help them with the art of shooting 
longbow. As a result, he decided to organise a day where 
anyone who was interested could come and try out 
longbows and learn a few tips. It was going to be very 
informal and whoever turned up, turned up! Keith 
decided to call it the Sticke & Stringe, because that’s 
what a longbow is. So there was no entry form or official 
notification that first year. However, thanks to the 
enthusiasm and generosity of Bob Cowley - Cooper, it 
became a tournament complete with magnificent cup and 
valuable vouchers, and a costume theme. Each year 
since then it has grown bigger and better, with all the 
archers showing great ingenuity with their costumes. So 
from a small idea, something big has developed. 
Compounds or modern Recurves are not used in this 
Shoot, long bows and traditional bows only are to be 
shot. 
 
The event is held at the grounds of Bowmen of Melville 
and as always everyone had a lot of fun.  In 2008 the 
turnout was excellent and some great costumes were on 
show.  The glorious Scots entrant aka the indefatigable 
Paul Salmon complete with stirring music was 
something one could only shake their head at in wonder 
although I can see now why the playing of the bagpipes 
wore their enemies into the ground! 
 
Practice shooting started at 9am, with scoring starting at 
9:30.  The event included a Short Canberra (30 arrows 
122 cm target 50/40/30) followed by a wand (36 arrows 
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at amazingly long, skinny strip of target at various 
distances).  This is to represent the traditional willow or 
hazel wands which traditionally archers had to be able to 
hit at practice.  This was followed by a fun shoot which 
involved roving across the grounds shooting at small 
targets as directed by the DOS. Once again BOM put on 
a great day. 
Winner of the Keith Longbottom Sticke and Stringe 
Medal was Garry Cox  
 

Longbow Flight Shoot 
The third Longbow Flight event, was held on Sunday 
5/10/08 at Whitemans Park, and organized by Paul 
Salmon and Graham Broadbent.  Here is Paul’s 
summing up. “I got to the paddock at 7.30am to ensure 
all the pegs were still in position which Broadie and I 
had set up the week prior and the day looked wonderful, 
clear sky and absolutely still conditions.  By 8.00am the 
day still looked good, by 8.30am a stiff breeze started up 
from the SW and by the 9.30am start the breeze was 
quite strong.  Unfortunately we had to shoot into the 
wind but those are the breaks.  
 
We had a good day of shooting, which included the 
flight shoot, clout and wand.  There were ten 
entrants who made the effort to try their best for the love 
of archery.  This is the third flight competition in four 
years and in future we are going to try to have two 
competitions a year, hopefully for all gear types but if a 
suitable ground is not found, it will be Longbow only, 
until a suitable ground is available.” 
 
Results of ASWA Longbow Flight Shoot held at 
Whiteman’s Park Sunday 5 October 2008. 
Only Longbows were shot.  An alternative for a larger 
ground is being sought, to try and get target recurve and 
compound divisions.  Nine Archers participated in 20 
divisions, down on the last turnout but the day was 
windy.  A persistent headwind of 12-15knots ensured 
distances were down on the May 2008 shoot. 
 
DOS for shooting was Paul Salmon.  Shoot Flight 
Committee Paul Salmon (DOS), Garry and Mal 
Vaughan (weights) and Graeme Broadbent (distance 
measurement).  An informal Mens 18kg division was 
shot, although this is not a recognised division under AA 
rules.   
 
Longbows were inspected for compliance with FITA 
Rule 9.3 as per current AA rules.  Longest arrows were 

measured for length (and to control the weigh-in) in 
compliance with current AA flight rules.  As per current 
AA rules, both aluminium and wooden arrows were 
permitted, with feather fletches only.  Bows were 
weighed using dead weight method at the arrow lengths 
indicated below. Weights for the various divisions were 
measured to + 0.02kg using a scale calibrated at an 
ISO14001accredited laboratory facility. 
�
Distances shot were measured using a Sokkisha Total 
Stations, corrected for deviation from the marked centre 
line.  Measurement accuracy + 5mm, Survey accuracy + 
10mm, hence results are rounded down to nearest 
centimetre. The distances shot are tabulated below. We 
believe that the result by Mal. Vaughan in the 33kg class 
is eligible for an Australian Tournament Record for a 
33kg longbow. The shot by Graeme Broadbent in the 
40kg class is also eligible for an Australian Tournament 
record for a 40kg longbow. 

Archer Club 

Arrow 
Length 

mm 
Arrow 

No 
Dist. 
m Place 

Womens 18kg      

Annette Daggar KGSA 521 4 147.75 1 

Anne Busby BOM 799 3 122.16 2 

Womens 25kg      

Annette Daggar KGSA 639 1 193.38 1 

Junior 18kg      

Elliot Underwood KGSA 722 3 116.25 1 

Mens 18kg      

Graeme Broadbent BOM 612 3 176.71 1 

Ron Love BOM 740 1 148.75 2 

Mens 25 kg      

Mal Vaughan Bal 676 4 255.71 1 

Garry Vaughan Bal 780 4 222.66 2 

Graeme Broadbent BOM 606 5 203.69 3 

Paul Salmon KGSA 676 5 183.57   

Mens 33kg      

Mal Vaughan Bal 675 5 251.06 1 

Graeme Broadbent BOM 680 3 223.55 2 

Ian Finch Bal 755 1 196.32 3 

Paul Salmon KGSA 690 4 180.35   

Mens 40kg      

Graeme Broadbent BOM 750 2 254.70 1 

Mal Vaughan Bal 694 1 221.65 2 

Garry Vaughan Bal 695 3 188.06 3 

Mens Unlimited      

Mal Vaughan Bal >385 1 230.17 1 

Garry Vaughan Bal >385 2 218.19 2 

Paul Salmon KGSA >385 1 204.31 3 
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Face to Face 
In this issue introducing: 
Jim Barlas of Kalamunda Governor 
Stirling Archery Club  
How long have you been in Archery? 
About 30 years.  I started in WA at Governor 
Stirling Club 
Have you held any particular roles in your club? 
I was Club Recorder until computers came into it, 
I’ve been Field captain and I’ve done my instructors 
course level 1 and teach the beginners. 
What is your favourite archery memory? 
When I shot recurve and picked up a Bronze medal 
in the Australian Masters when it was held in WA 
What are you shooting at the moment? 
A compound Bowtech 44 lb, Carbon Fibre arrows.  
I’ve shot compound for 12 years, and before that a 
Hoyt Recurve.  I decided to move to compound as I 
“Matured” 
Is there anything you don’t like in archery? 
No I enjoy all facets of archery and good company. 
What piece of advice would you give an archer just 
starting out? 
I’d always be glad to help out if asked.  I recall Bill 
Mac a long time ago when I kept trying to watch 
my arrows “ what are you looking for? If you shot it 
right you’ll find it in the gold” and I think that’s 
good advice. 
What’s your ambition? 
I don’t want to win I just want to be damn hard to 
beat! 

 

Michael O’Born of Archers of 
Greenwood 
How long have you been in Archery? 
I’ve been shooting for 8 months.  I was 13 years old 
in August. 
What made you start? 
I liked bows and arrows when I was younger and I 
got a bow for Christmas. 
What’s your ambition? 
Next year I want to try for the State team and in the 
longer term go to the Nationals? 
What is your favourite archery memory? 
The GP#3 in 2008 this was my first ever field 
competition and it was great, I enjoyed all the 
gullies and shooting up and down 
What are you shooting at the moment? 
A Samick Ultra, with Cartel Strikers I pull 25” and 
22 ½ lb. 
Is there anything you don’t like in archery? 
Not really 
What piece of advice would you give an archer just 
starting out? 
Give it a try and stick with it.  You have to put 
effort in and really try if you want to do well. 
 
 

�
�
�
�



 

The  W.A.Archer

��������� �
�
�
Compliments of “The Joker” 
Three Grumpy old Archers are out shooting.  First 
one “Windy isn’t it?”,  Second One “No its 
Thursday!”  Third One: “So am I, lets get a beer.” 
 

State Field Championships 
The weather was good for both days, the ticks came out 
in force and some very good scores were shot.  This is 
the first ASWA freestyle field event using the inner x as 
a 6 which seemed to put a few off.  That about sums up 
the 2008 State Freestyle Field event held of the long 
weekend, Sunday 28th Sep and Monday 29th Sept 2008 
at the Complex.  Fifty three members registered but 
three had to withdraw prior to the event and a few failed 
to attend.  One archer had to withdraw from the second 
day after his crossbow blew up. 
 
We only had one 24 target course this year but 
advancing all groups 12 targets on the second day 
provided a bit of variation. 
 
The scoresheet used was the new 2008 version of the 
'official' AA sheet which came into force as of January 
1, 2008.  The requirement by AA that progressive 
scoring be used and also starting scoring against your 
target number didn’t seem to worry people, except of 
course me who managed to make a couple of stupid 
mistakes.  Fortunately, by the time we got around to the 
target which had the incorrect score entered, Colin 
Stones very obligingly shot the arrows that had been 
previously entered there.  
 
My thanks to all the people who contributed towards a 
very good weekend and also to my shooting 
companions. 

 
 
John Thompson 
Benara Bowmen Field Committee 
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State Field Championships Results 
 

ASWA Freestyle Field 2008 28-29 September 2008     

International Shooting Complex,   Whiteman      

         
 Name Club Day 1 Day 2 Score Placing Fives Sixes 

Recurve Men          

 Jarrod Nicholson BOM 316 319 635 1 65 24 

 Daniel Tew AOG 313 321 634 2 60 20 

 Tony Middleton BAL 298 318 616 3 52 22 

 Glen Samuel MIN 284 276 560 4 43 8 

 Peter Wroe BOM 258 248 506 5 32 13 

 David MacMeechan AOG 230 266 496 6 29 11 

 Brad Hipper BAL 241 233 474 7 21 7 

Recurve Veteran Men        

 Wayne Messenger BAL 273 288 561 1 40 9 

Recurve Women        

 Deonne Bridger KGS 321 322 643 1 62 23 

Recurve Women        

 Carol Harvey KGS 294 285 579 2 44 20 

Recurve Women        

 Joy Harvey KGS 272 286 558 3 45 18 

 Michelle Kite BOM 182 181 363 4 15 4 

Recurve Veteran Women        

 Sue Swain BEN 192 238 430 
 

23 6 

Recurve Junior Boy     
 

  

 Callum Ingley YOK 329 326 655 1 69 30 

Recurve Cadet Boy         

 Justin Lawson BOM 288 287 575 1 47 21 

 Aaron Edwards BOM 0 
 

0 
   

 Ashley Sim BOM 346 342 688 1 86 37 

Recurve Intermediate Boy        

 Jack Hannington BAL 248 260 508 1 27 10 

 Michael OBorn AOG 249 254 503 2 30 12 

 Nicholas Rowe YOK 240 241 481 3 27 12 

Recurve Cub Boy         

 Mitchell Wooding YOK 233 243 476 1 26 5 

Recurve Cub Girl         

 Madi Wroe BOM 198 195 393 1 14 2 

Compound Men        

 Alan Pound SOR 398 403 801 1 134 91 
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 Frank Fanali BOM 365 350 715 2 105 43 

 Kevin Cottier BOM 342 359 701 3 91 33 

 David Crabtree BEN 337 352 689 4 87 36 

 John Turner KGS 346 342 688 5 82 45 

 John Carr GOS 332 348 680 6 82 35 

 Callum Birch BAL 318 320 638 7 63 28 

 Peter Goodwich JOO 312 304 616 8 64 19 

 David Freemantle BAL 312 294 606 9 60 17 

 Karl Belser BAL 0 
 

0 
   

 Stephen Kilbey BOM 0 
 

0 
   

Compound Veteran Men   
 

 
   

 Ray Houlcroft GOS 330 304 634 1 69 24 

 John Thompson BEN 313 303 616 2 50 17 

 Brian Grabsch KGS 302 299 601 3 47 15 

 Barry Creelman BAL 247 231 478 4 20 9 

Compound Master Men        

 Robin Briggs SOR 337 361 698 1 88 38 

 Colin Stones GOS 344 343 687 2 46 38 

 Nic Oosthuizen BEN 299 315 614 3 54 17 

 Daniel Trout KGS 0 
 

0 
   

Compound Women   
 

 
   

 Deb Nicholson KGS 350 351 701 1 91 39 

 Shelley Cox KGS 342 356 698 2 90 37 

 Deborah Mason BOM 327 322 649 3 70 28 

 Marian Willis SOR 311 298 609 4 28 13 

 Leanne Hill KGS 287 304 591 5 45 12 

Compound Cadet Boy        

 Daniel Freid AAC 284 307 591 1 46 18 

Compound Cadet Girl         

 Tegan Healey KGS 380 372 752 1 118 60 

Crossbow Veteran Men         

 Peter Creusot KGS 319 0 319 1 28 16 

Longbow Men         

 Andy Pullen KGS 245 247 492  20 14 

 
 
 
 



 

The  W.A.Archer

 

SORRENTO TOURNAMENT 2008 
Well, it’s been and gone again!  That’s right, the 
Sorrento Tournament - the only handicap shoot for the 
year which was held on 20 April 2008 at the 
International Shooting Complex in unusually fine and 
calm conditions though the threat of rain loomed.   
Luckily, the rain held off until just after all was packed 
away at the end of the day.  A big thank you to all who 
helped clear the ground – this was greatly appreciated by 
all Sorrento Club members. 
 
Place-getters were: 
 
Boy’s Division   Men’s Division  
Daniel Dimoski – SAC  Gary Cocks – BOM 
Jaydn England – KGSA  Deon Kelly – BAL 
Cody Tomlinson – SAC  Geoff Black – KGSA 
 
Women’s Division 
Annette Dagger – KGSA 
Cheryl Black – KGSA 
Anne Busby – BOM 
 
Many participants would have also received 
achievement badges for their efforts.  This means next 
year, they will have a new bench-mark to aim  
for like this 60 perfect shot on the day by Alan Pound at 
60m with 6 Xs.  
 
This year, out of 47, we had two archers score 1000 or 
more off the bow.  These archers details and their club’s 
logo will be added to the prestigious “1000” trophy.  
Until now this had only been achieved by Sorrento 
members’ Alan Pound & Chris Cottier, so 
congratulations to Frank Finali of Melville with a 1005 
and Alan Pound of Sorrento with 1039 (also a new state 
record).    
Sadly, due to faulty serving material, Chris Cottier had 
to settle for a frustrating 999 - might be time for some 
maintenance, hey Chris?   
 
Perhaps there’s a message in that for us all?   
 
Well done to all who placed and those who shot personal 
bests.  
 
 
 

Close scrutiny of the photo reveals that whilst there were no line 
cutters some of the arrows were a little low in the X ring indicating 
perhaps, some room for improvement.  
Well done Alan 
 
Hope to see you again next year.  Bring a friend or two 
and, of course, great weather! 
 
Russ T Piles 
Talent Scout & News Hound 
Sorrento Archery Club 
 
 

Developing Your Skills to be 
Mentally Tough 
(Précis of presentation of Sept. 3rd Seminar)  
 
“There is nothing wrong with saying to yourself ‘I don’t 
want to do all that mental training stuff’! But there is 
something wrong with thinking you will get to the top 
without doing it. 
You will never reach the top without developing your 
mental strength.” 
(T. Orlick, 2000 In pursuit of excellence). 
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In the sport of archery, what percentage of importance is 
the application of mental strength? Most answers to this 
question are that the importance is above 50%, some as 
high as 90%. 
I submit that many archers spend little time (e.g. 25%) to 
combine mental practice routines with their physical 
training, but in the heat of competition they call upon 
this scant mental practice 100%. i.e. 100% of 25%! 
 
Mental Toughness 
Specifically; “to be more consistent and better than your 
opponents, in remaining determined, focused, confident, 
and in control under pressure.” 
 
Self discipline is the refining fire by which talent 
becomes ability – (Roy L. Smith) Greatness is more than 
potential. It is the execution of that potential beyond the 
raw talent. The athlete needs the appropriate training. 
The athlete needs the discipline. The athlete needs the 
inspiration and the drive.  
 
Factors for Mental Toughness 
 
Emotional Intelligence is responding to what happens 
to you in a helpful way. 
If you want to get better than your previous self, you 
may have to change the way you do things. 
Motivation  is the ongoing objective/intention, the road 
you wish to travel, the kind of person you want to be 
(your mission statement). 
Commitment “ is the difference between a dream and a 
fantasy”. 
Resilience; the “ability to persist and bounce back 
through adversity”. How you rebound from a setback, 
speaks volumes about who you are. 
Self Belief & Optimism; “unshakeable self-belief in 
yourself and your unique qualities” 
Positive Perfectionism; Sets high standards for him or 
herself and others, is organised and prepared, 
pursues/strives for perfection but settles for excellence, 
creates and sustains the ZONE. 
Focus: staying in the present – what do I have to do right 
now, right here! Present moment awareness. 
Handling Pressure; what is it that has to be done, and 
what plan should be actioned, DO NOT pay attention to 
the fear or anxiety. 
Coping with High Levels of Anxiety; relax and slow 
things down, manage it – don’t try to eliminate it all e.g. 
“I can survive this end, this shot” 
 

In Practice 
Solutions to technical and mental errors are found during 
training and practice. Competition should be the 
execution of the system developed in practice.  Thinking 
about outcome instead of process while on the line is a 
mental error.  
 
The Archer 
“One soon realises that the problems faced are not to be 
found in the bow, or the immovable target, but in 
oneself. If this is accepted and practice is carried out 
sincerely then the energy of the shooting begins to 
enrich one's life. 
 
The acquisition of technique grows with the increase in 
body-mind awareness to form a harmonious working 
together of the bow, body and spirit. 
 
When one’s mind is troubled by fear, one’s bow is dead.  
When one is willing to sacrifice oneself and regards 
lightly the loss of one’s own life, then one’s bow comes 
alive.”  (Zen text 1229). 
 
Ken Birch, ASWA State Coach. 
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State Bare-Bow Field 
Championships 2008 
Twenty two of WA’s finest exponents of the skill of 
shooting arrows without the aid of a bow-sight, braved 
the elements on Sunday 14th September in competition 
for the gold medal of their respective divisions. The 
usual balmy conditions of the Baldivis Archery Club 
grounds turned to strong gusting winds (with the 
occasional rain squall) to challenge the bare-bow 
competitors, who I might add stood up well against the 
elements. 
 
Those who may have thought that the arrangement of 
targets on the flat area of the Club grounds would allow 
for high scores, were soon reminded of the fact that this 
is a championship and that there must be some wind and 
rain to test every archer’s fortitude. 
 
Ken Birch 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Brian and Paul in fierce competition (with the wind …that is). 

Photos of ASWA barebow legends, Paul Salmon and Bill Nicholson 
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Looking for a local shop 
that has all the brands, all 
the equipment you’ll need 
in stock now?  Then look 

no further. 
No waiting! no freight! no 

postage! 
 

Archery Equipment WA  
 

Incorporating Molinjor 
Longbow Co. 

 
Has everything you’ll need for field, target 

or hunting. In stock now! 
 

Compounds, Recurves, 
Crossbows and Molinjors own 

range of handmade bows 
including longbows 
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Inspect Molinjor’s own range of target 
butts and replacement modules 
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at 
 

37 Maurice St, EMBLETON 
(near Bayswater golf course)   

9271 4164 
 

Bow servicing and tuning,   string 
making,   coaching and advice 
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ARCHERY SOCIETY OF WA  
  

      
 

HAVE A GO ! GRAB A BOW ! 
 

ARCHERY PARK W.A.! 
 

OPENING TIMES 
 

9.30 am—2.00pm 
SUNDAY & SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

 
Corporate and Special Groups by 

appointment 
 

(Archery equipment and full tuition supplied) 
Shooting complex Whiteman Park 

 

Come and have some fun with us 
 

Phone 9248- 8585 For Bookings 

 
 

Unit 1/36 Munt st Bayswater WA 6043 
Phone 9370 5034  Fax 9272 3234 

www.protectivecases.com.au  

 
Compliments of ” the Joker” 
I went to the shops the other day.  I was only there for 
about five minutes.  When I came outside there was a cop 
writing a parking ticket.  I went up to him and said “Come 
on mate how about giving a senior citizen a break?”   He 
ignored me and continued writing the ticket.  I called him 
a fascist.  He glared at me and wrote another ticket for 
worn tyres.  I called him a nasty piece of work.  He 
finished the second ticket with a flourish.  The more I 
verbally abused him the more tickets he wrote.  I didn’t 
care! my car was parked around the corner!  I try to have 
a little fun every day to keep the old brain active now that 
I’m retired! 
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THE OLD COOT SHOOT 2008 
The day before was fine and sunny as the merry little 
band of workers from Sorrento Archery Club and a 
couple of visitors from KGSA set about laying out the 
grounds for the 2008 Old Coot Shoot. 
 
The weather man was predicting heavy rain from 
about midnight on but so what, they always get it 
wrong anyway!  
 
DON’T THEY…? 
 
Well yes in a way they did because the rain didn’t 
arrive until about 8am Sunday and from that point on it 
just rained and rained and rained. 
 
Whilst some who had entered chose not to even turn 
up because the weather was a bit doubtful (?) those 
who did leave the warmth of their cosy beds and drove 
to Whiteman were eager to get the arrows flying.  
 
Convinced that it was only a shower which would soon 
pass the decision was made by Commandant Briggsy 
to ‘Let the Games begin’. 
 
Out they all went bedecked in a colourful array of wet 
weather gear and under the control of Field Captain for 
the day Mr Alan Pound, started flinging arrows in the 
general direction of the targets through the steady, 
continuous, wall of rain. 
 
By the time the 30 arrows of the first distance had been 
shot the score sheets were so wet that in most cases it 
was impossible to write down anything without 
shredding the paper. This fact highlighted the 
pertinence of some of the pre match discussions that 
had transpired regarding the merits of various brands 
of toilet paper including, but not limited to, ‘wet 
strength’.  
 
New score sheets were issued to ‘them what needed 
‘em’ whilst the wet ones were laid out in the DOS 
room to dry under the watchful eye of Alan who by 
then had decided he could control the shoot much 
better from the dry DOS room with a microphone in 
his hand rather than from the wet shooting line with a 
bow in his hand (wise move Alan). 
 
So now the diminishing band of archers set out to 
conquer the next distance as the rain not only 
continued but actually got heavier even though 
everyone was convinced that was just not possible. 
 
It should be pointed out that from the beginning of the 
shoot and up until the start of third end of the 2nd 
distance, whilst the rain had been persisting down 

there had in fact been no wind. But, during the 3rd end 
the wind came in gusts that cut right through ones wet 
clothing which even with wet weather gear on, was in 
most cases completely sodden. It very quickly became 
obvious that the chill factor was the straw that would 
break the camel’s back. Additionally there had been 
some weather reports which hinted that very strong 
winds were expected and it looked very much like they 
were about to arrive. 
 
Whilst it was obviously against his will, Commandant 
Briggsy weakened and gathered the troops under the 
shelter of the verandah where a show of hands was 
used to determine that the majority were very eager to 
pull the pin. 
 
It was very gratifying to see the way that a large 
contingent of archers raced out in the wind and rain 
and helped pack away all the gear in what must have 
been record time.  
 
Thanks to everyone who helped. 
 
It had been agreed that the scores up to the point where 
the shoot was terminated would be used to determine 
the positions in all divisions and after much grovelling 
around on the floor in the DOS room on hands and 
knees piecing together bits of soggy score sheets the 
results were finally sorted and presentations made to 
the winners of any divisions that still had 
representatives. 
 
In all it was definitely a day to be remembered, but 
hopefully not repeated, and to all those who entered 
but didn’t turn up on the day, it might have been the 
wise choice but you missed out on a day that whilst it 
was wet and uncomfortable had an atmosphere of 
camaraderie and good spirit that rises to the surface 
when a group of friends with a common interest are 
gathered under adverse and testing conditions.  
 
In all I think it was a wet, but happy bunch who left 
the complex on Sunday 15th June.  
 
Heart felt thanks to all who attended the 2008 Old 
Coot Shoot, a day that will be remembered for years to 
come. 
 
Russ T Piles 
Roving Reporter, SAC 
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The State and National Indoor 
Archery Tournament 
For the past 17 years the State and National combined 
Indoor Tournament has been in the capable hands of Bill 
Nicholson.  This year he handed the reins to Ruth 
Almond and Sue Gliddon and their indefatigable efforts 
along with the usual band of willing volunteers, brought 
off another successful tournament.  Everyone who 
helped organize the day should be congratulated. 
 
This year, along with the tournament held at the 
Kingsway Centre, a small outpost also shot the event and 
the story of the Woodanilling Indoor Archery 
Competition has been kindly provided by Veronica 
Lette, Darren Cook and James Lette. 
 
“On the 26th of July 2008, 10 people from the Bunbury 
Archery club travelled up to Woodanilling to compete in 
the National Indoor Archery Competition. In total, 24 
people competed in this event.  
 
We shot a total of 120 arrows to finish with a total score 
for each person. The shooting line was a lot different to 
the one at Perth as the numbers were greatly smaller, but 
it was still just as much fun. The shoot was the first time 
that it had been held in Woodanilling and possibly 
outside of Perth. There were medals presented for the 
South West area at the end of the shoot.  
 
Every one shot extremely well. The day ran very 
smoothly except for the rain. 
 
Huge thanks to Keith Schurmann for organising the 
shoot and running the whistles and shooting line. It was 
a great experience for everyone to travel somewhere new 
and to compete with such friendly people from the 
Woody archery club. We had a great time at this 
competition and hopefully even more people come to 
this event the next time it is held. “ 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Veronica Lette (13) 
Darren Cook (13) 
James Lette (14) 
 


